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• The search for the new Rescue Mission 
Commander (RMC) has begun in the Air Force
• The MQ-9 with its loiter, communications suite 
and weapons is a very capable platform in many 
other missions
• Can the MQ-9 be the new RMC?
MQ-9 Reaper
Maximizing the Utilization of Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft in Combat Search and 
Rescue
Results
• MQ-9 is a viable Rescue 
Mission Commander
• MQ-9 needs RWR and training 
to fill this role
• Cost vs Capability puts the 
MQ-9 well ahead of any other 
aircraft
The “So What” Next Steps
• Operational Testing
• Establishment of CSAR training course
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Research design
• 2 part study
• Part 1—system analysis of MQ-9 vs. 
other fighters in the CSAR role
• Part 2—case studies evaluating MQ-9
Case studies of the rescue of BAT 21, Scott O’Grady, Jordanian Pilot and 
a rescue in a future Mega City
• The MQ-9 can do the job in both contested and 
uncontested areas if given a RWR for a much 
lower cost than any fighter aircraft






























































Cost vs Effectiveness after 
improvements
